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Z i W E I  K E I S E N  ---------------
N A C H  S Ü D K O R E A

D ie  O r ie n t- S e h n s u c h t  is t f e s te r  B e

s ta n d te i l  e u r o p ä i s c h e r  G e sc h ic h te . S p ä 

te s te n s  s e i t  d e m  19 .J a h r h u n d e r t  g ib t  es 

e in  sp e z if isc h e s , im m e r  w ie d e r  a k tu a 

l is ie r te s  I n te r e s s e  f ü r  A s ie n . D a v o n  z e u 

g e n  n ic h t  n u r  d ie  B e s tä n d e  d e r  v ö lk e r 

k u n d l ic h e n  S a m m lu n g e n  u n d  d e r e n  

E in f lu ss  a u f  d ie  ä s th e t i s c h e n  D e b a t te n  

in  E u ro p a ,  s o n d e r n  a u c h  d ie  a s ia ti

s c h e n  G e s e l ls c h a f te n  z u r  E r f o r s c h u n g  

d e r  K u l tu r e n  A sie n s , d ie  s c h o n  zu  B e

g in n  d e s  v e r g a n g e n e n  J a h r h u n d e r t s  in  

d e n  e u r o p ä i s c h e n  H a u p ts tä d te n  in s  

L e b e n  g e r u fe n  w u rd e n .

N a c h  d e n  c h r is t l ic h e n  Z e ic h e n  zu  

s c h lie s s e n , a u f  d ie  ic h  in  S ü d k o re a  

ü b e r a l l  t ra f ,  e r fa s s te  d e r  f ra n z ö s is c h e  

P h i lo s o p h  u n d  H is to r ik e r  M ic h e l F o u 

c a u l t  d e n  Z iv ilis a tio n sp ro z e ss  ä u s se rs t

p rä z is e , a ls e r  1969  in  e in e m  G e s p rä c h  

m it  P a o lo  C a ru so  zw ar a n e r k a n n te ,  d ass 

s ic h  d ie  w e s tl ic h e  K u ltu r  e m p fä n g lic h  

f ü r  f r e m d e s  D e n k e n  z e ig e , z u g le ic h  

a b e r  a u c h  b e to n te ,  in  W irk l ic h k e it  w ü r

d e  d ie  g e s a m te  W elt z u n e h m e n d  ver-

w e s t l ic h e n ."

N a c h  M a sa k a z u  Y am azak i w a r  es d ie  

d u a le  S t r u k tu r  v o n  re lig iö s e r  H e r r s c h a f t  

( C h r is te n tu m )  u n d  S p ra c h e  (L a te in ) ,  

d ie  d ie  A u s b re i tu n g  d e r  w e s t l ic h e n  Zi

v i lisa t io n  e r m ö g l ic h te .  « Im  G e g e n s a tz  

d a z u » , so  d ie  T h e s e  d e s  A u to rs ,  « h a t  

es in  A s ie n  n ie  e in e n  v e rg le ic h b a re n  

ü b e r -e th n is c h e n  Z iv i l is a t io n s ra h m e n  

g e g e b e n .  O h n e  j e d e  E r f a h r u n g  in  p o l i 

t is c h e r  E in ig u n g , w ie es sie  im  rö m i

s c h e n  I m p e r iu m  g a b , h a b e n  d ie  A sia

te n  k e in e  g e m e in s a m e  T r a d i t io n  in

b e z u g  a u f  S p ra c h e ,  W ä h ru n g ,  G e se tz e , 

V e rk e h rsw e g e  o d e r  a r c h i te k to n is c h e  

S tile  g e h a b t .  B ei A b w e s e n h e it  j e d e s  

ü b e r g r e i f e n d e n  (w e n n  a u c h  lo c k e re n )  

r e l ig iö s e n  R a h m e n s  w ie d e m  d e s  

C h r is te n tu m s  h a b e n  K o n fu z ia n ism u s , 

B u d d h is m u s ,  T a o ism u s , Is la m  u n d  e in e  

V ie lz a h l v o n  e in h e im is c h e n  R e lig io n e n  

im m e r  g le ic h z e itig  n e b e n e in a n d e r  (u n d  

g e g e n e in a n d e r )  g e s ta n d e n .» 2* B e z e ic h 

n e n d  d a fü r  is t a u c h ,  d a ss  es in  A s ie n  w e

d e r  e in  g e m e in sa m e s  S c h riftsy s tem  n o c h  

g e m e in s a m e  U r s p ru n g s m y th e n  g ib t.

In  K o re a  h e is s t  es, d a s  k o re a n is c h e  

V olk se i im  J a h r e  2 3 3 3  v. C h r. a u s  d e r  

V e rb in d u n g  v o n  e in e m  S o h n  d e s  H im 

m e ls  m it  e in e r  in  e in e  F ra u  v e rw a n d e l

t e n  B ä r in  h e r v o rg e g a n g e n .  D e r  M y th o s  

b e sa g t,  d a ss  e in e  B ä r in  u n d  e in  T ig e r
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d e n  H im m e l  b a te n ,  e r  m ö g e  sie  in  

M e n s c h e n  v e rw a n d e ln .  D e r  H im m e l  

h ö r t e  d a s  F le h e n  d e r  T ie r e  u n d  g e b o t  

d e m  T ig e r  u n d  d e r  B ä r in , 60 T ag e  d as 

S o n n e n l ic h t  zu  m e id e n  u n d  b e i  W asser, 

K n o b la u c h  u n d  B e ifu ss  zu  fa s te n . D ie  

T ie r e  t a te n ,  w ie  i h n e n  a u fg e t r a g e n ,  

a b e r  n u r  d ie  g e d u ld ig e re  B ä r in  h ie l t  

d u r c h  u n d  v e rw a n d e l te  s ic h  n a c h  A b 

l a u f  d e r  F r is t  in  j e n e  j u n g e  F ra u ,  in  d ie  

s ic h  d e r  H im m e ls s o h n  v e r l ie b te .

D ies  v o ra u s g e s c h ic k t,  v e rm a g  es 

n i c h t  zu  ü b e r r a s c h e n ,  d a ss  Y o n g w o o  

L e e , d e r  1995  m i t  d e r  D u r c h f ü h r u n g

Die Königsgräber von Kyongju /

The Royal Tumuli of Kyongju.

« A rt as W itn e ss»  v e r s u c h te  a u fz u z e i

g e n ,  w ie  im  z w a n z ig s te n  J a h r h u n d e r t  

K ü n s tle r  a u f  g e s c h ic h t l ic h e  V e rä n 

d e r u n g e n  r e a g ie r te n .  « T h e  S p ir i t  o f  

K w an g ju  R e s is ta n c e  in  M ay» v e rsa m 

m e l te  A rb e i te n ,  d ie  s ic h  m it  d e m  sc h o n  

e r w ä h n te n  M a ssa k e r  v o m  M ai 1980  

b e s c h ä f t ig te n .  «InfoA R T» w id m e te  s ic h  

d e m  T h e m a  K u n s t  u n d  N e u e  M e d ie n .  

« E a s te rn  S p ir i t  a n d  In k  P a in tin g »  

w a r  d e r  G e s c h ic h te  u n d  G e g e n w a r t  

d e r  o r ie n ta l i s c h e n  M a le re i g e w id m e t. 

S c h lie s s lic h  e r m ö g l ic h te  « K o re a  C o n 

t e m p o r a r y  A rt»  d e m  P u b l ik u m  e in e n  

E in b l ic k  in  d a s  z e itg e n ö s s is c h e  K u n s t

s c h a f fe n  S ü d k o re a s . W ie  s ic h  b a ld  ze i

g e n  s o ll te ,  w a r  d ie  B ie n n a le  v o n  Y ong-

le k , W an -K y u n g  S u n g , B e r n a r d  M arca - 

d é )  v o r b e re i te te  B ie n n a le ,  d ie  n a h t lo s  

a n  V e n e d ig , K assel u n d  L y o n  a n sc h lo s s . 

G e g e n s ä tz l ic h e r  h ä t t e n  d ie  K o n z e p te  

d e r  b e id e n  b i s h e r ig e n  B ie n n a le n  n ic h t  

se in  k ö n n e n ,  o b w o h l d e r  T ite l  d e r  zw ei

te n  B ie n n a le  « U n m a p p in g  th e  E a r th »  

d ie s  n i c h t  e r w a r te n  liess . W ä h r e n d  

Y o n g w o o  L e e  n ic h t  m ü d e  w u rd e  zu  

b e to n e n ,  d ie  B ie n n a le  m ü sse  in  i h r e r  

K o n z e p t io n  u n v e rw e c h s e lb a r  se in  u n d  

a u f  ä s th e t is c h e m  G e b ie t  h e lf e n ,  d ie  

g lo b a le  N e u o r d n u n g  (v e r s ta n d e n  als 

w e ltw e ite  S o l id a rg e m e in s c h a f t )  d u r c h 

z u se tz e n , s ie h t  Y o u n g -c h u l L e e  d ie  

B ie n n a le  v o n  K w an g ju  a ls S c h w e s te ru n 

te r n e h m e n  zu  d e n  g ro s s e n  W es ta u ss te l-

d e r  e r s te n  B ie n n a le  v o n  K w an g ju  b e 

a u f t r a g t  w ar, d ie  K u n s t  A s ie n s  n i c h t  im  

Z e n t r u m  d e r  A u s s te l lu n g  s e h e n  w o llte . 

K w an g ju , d ie  im  S ü d w e s te n  d e r  H a lb 

in se l  g e le g e n e  H a u p ts ta d t  d e r  P ro v in z  

C h o l la n a m -d o , is t  d ie  s e c h s tg rö s s te  

S ta d t  S ü d k o re a s .  D ie  1995  e rs tm a ls  e r- 

ö f fn e te  B ie n n a le  w u rd e  in  E r in n e r u n g  

a n  d ie  b lu tig e  N ie d e r s c h la g u n g  d e r  D e

m o k ra t ie b e w e g u n g  in  K w an g ju  d u r c h  

d a s  M ilitä r  im  M ai 1980  in s  L e b e n  

g e ru fe n .  N e b e n  d e r  H a u p ta u s s te l lu n g ,  

d ie  in  e in e m  e ig e n s  d a f ü r  e r s te l l te n  

G e b ä u d e  in  d e r  N ä h e  d e s  C ity  A r t  

M u se u m s  u n t e r  d e m  T ite l  « B e y o n d  th e  

B o rd e rs»  g e z e ig t  w u rd e , f a n d e n  v e r

s c h ie d e n e  S o n d e r a u s s te l lu n g e n  s ta tt .

ABSOLUTNO ART ASSOCIATION 

(Yugoslavia), PRElom / BREAKing, 1995, 

Kwangju Biennale, 1997.

lu n g e n .  D ie  A k z e n te  s in d  d e n n o c h  a n 

d e r e ,  e tw a  d a n n ,  w e n n  z iv ilis a to r isc h e  

T h e m e n  im  M it te lp u n k t  s te h e n .  Es ist 

n ic h t  v e rw u n d e r l ic h ,  d a ss  d ie  le tz te  

B ie n n a le  in  d ie s e m  B e re ic h  v iel a k tu e l 

le r  w a r a ls K assel. D e u t l ic h  w u rd e  d ie s  

in s b e s o n d e r e  in  d e r  v o n  K y o n g  P a rk  

z u s a m m e n g e s te l l te n  A b te ilu n g  «Space 

&  Fire: The Architecture o f  a N ew  Geogra

p h y ». D ies l ie g t  g a n z  e in fa c h  d a ra n ,  d ass 

d ie  Z iv il is a t io n sd y n a m ik  in  O s ta s ie n  

e in e  g a n z  a n d e r e  K ra ft e n tw ic k e lte  a ls 

in  E u ro p a .

w o o  L e e  in  K o re a  u n t e r  F a c h le u te n  

ä u s s e r s t  u m s t r i t t e n ,  o b w o h l d ie  A u ss te l

lu n g  s e h r  g u t  b e s u c h t  war. Y on g w o o  

L e e  h a n d e l te  s ic h  d e n  V o rw u rf  e in , 

e in e  « D ritte -W e lt» -A u ss te llu n g  o r g a n i 

s ie r t  zu  h a b e n ,  w eil e r  p a r i tä t i s c h  K u n s t 

a u s  a l le n  E r d te i le n  a u s s te ll te .  D ie  A us

s te l lu n g  w u rd e  k r i t is ie r t ,  w eil d ie s e  d ie  

R e a l i tä t  d e s  e in z e ln e n  W erk s u n d  d e s 

s e n  K o n te x t  ü b e r  d ie  ä s th e t i s c h e n  D e

b a t t e n  d e r  w e s tl ic h e n  W elt s te llte .

Y o u n g -c h u l L ee , d e r  in  d e n  V er

e in ig te n  S ta a te n  a u s g e b ild e te  k ü n s t le 

r is c h e  D ir e k to r  d e r  z w e ite n  B ie n n a le  

1997 , e n ts c h ie d  s ic h  h in g e g e n  f ü r  e i

n e  v o n  e r f a h r e n e n  K u ra to re n  (H a ra ld  

S z e e m a n n , K y o n g  P a rk , R ic h a rd  K osha-
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S ü d k o re a ,  d a s  n o c h  in  d e n  6 0 e r ja h -  

r e n  e in  P ro -K o p f -B ru tto s o z ia lp ro d u k t  

h a t t e ,  d a s  d e m  G h a n a s  (2 3 0  U S -D ollar) 

e n ts p r a c h ,  is t h e u te  e in e  d e r  w ic h tig 

s te n  I n d u s t r i e n a t io n e n  d e r  W elt. Z u 

s a m m e n  m it  S in g a p u r , H o n g k o n g  u n d  

T a iw a n  b i ld e t  d a s  L a n d  d ie  G r u p p e  d e r  

«Newly In d u s tr ia l iz e d  C o u n tr ie s»  (NICs), 

d ie  a lle  s e i t  v ie le n  J a h r e n  e in  a g g re ss i

ves u n d  e x p o r tg e t r i e b e n e s  i n d u s t r ie l 

les  W ir ts c h a f tsw a c h s tu m  v e r fo lg e n .  D ie  

s c h n e lle  V e r ä n d e r u n g  d e r  b ä u e r l ic h  

g e p r ä g te n  L ä n d e r  in  I n d u s t r i e n a t io 

n e n  w a r  n u r  u m  d e n  P re is  e in s c h n e i 

d e n d e r  g e s e ll s c h a f t l ic h e r  V e r ä n d e r u n 

g e n  zu  h a b e n ,  d ie  w e g e n  d e s  r a s c h e n  

V o llzugs f ü r  d ie  e in z e ln e n  v iel d e u t l i 

c h e r  s p ü r b a r  w a re n  a ls  im  W e s te n . D ie  

k o re a n is c h e  W ir ts c h a f t  w ird  v o n  e in i 

g e n  w e n ig e n  I n d u s t r i e k o n g lo m e r a te n  

(« c h a e b o l» )  k o n t r o l l i e r t ,  v o n  d e r e n  

S c h w ä c h u n g  u n d  d e r e n  Ö f f n u n g  fü r  

w e s tl ic h e  In v e s to r e n  d e r  I n t e r n a t io 

n a le  W ä h ru n g s fo n d s  (IWF) j ü n g s t  se in  

E n g a g e m e n t  z u r  B e h e b u n g  d e r  F in a n z 

k r ise  a b h ä n g ig  m a c h te .  D ie se  K o n g lo 

m e ra te  s in d  in  v e r s c h ie d e n e n  W ir t

s c h a f ts s e k to re n  tä t ig  u n d  ü b e r n e h m e n  

a u c h  A u fg a b e n ,  d ie  im  W e s te n  t r a d i

t io n e l le rw e is e  zu  d e n je n ig e n  d e r  ö f

f e n t l i c h e n  H a n d  z ä h le n .  Z u r  S a m su n g  

C o r p o r a t io n  e tw a, n e b e n  H y u n d a i,  

L u c k y -G o ld s ta r  u n d  D a e w o o  e in e s  d e r  

v ie r  g rö s s te n  I n d u s tr ie k o n g lo m e ra te ,  

g e h ö r t  a u c h  e in e  w ic h tig e  T a g e sz e i

t u n g  u n d  d a s  H o -A m  A rt M u s e u m  in  

S e o u l,  d e s se n  S a m m lu n g  w e s tl ic h e r  

K u n s t d e s  z w a n z ig s te n  J a h r h u n d e r t s  

v o n  a u s s e r o r d e n t l ic h e r  Q u a l i tä t  ist. 

D ie se  e n g e  V e r f le c h tu n g  v o n  W ir t

sc h a ft,  K u l tu r  u n d  P o li tik  is t ty p isc h  fü r  

d ie  T ig e r s ta a te n  u n d  b i ld e te  n ic h t  n u r  

d ie  B asis f ü r  d e n  w ir ts c h a f t l ic h e n  A u f

s t ie g , s o n d e r n  is t w e g e n  d e r  sy s te m b e 

d in g te n  K o r ru p t io n s a n fä l l ig k e i t  a u c h  

d e r e n  A c h ille s fe rs e .

A u s d e r  in  S ü d k o re a  s ta rk e n  k o n fu 

z ia n is c h e n  T r a d i t io n  d e s  R e sp e k ts  v o r  

G e le h r s a m k e i t  e r k lä r t  s ic h  v ie l le ic h t  

a u c h  d e r  g u te  B i ld u n g s s ta n d a rd .  N e 

b e n  d e r  h o h e n  p r iv a te n  S p a r q u o te  u n d  

d e m  s ta rk e n  S ta a t  is t  d ie  k o n s e q u e n 

te  B i ld u n g s p o li t ik  e in e r  d e r  z e n t r a le n  

F a k to re n ,  d ie  t ro tz  d e r  m o m e n ta n e n  

W ir ts c h a f tsk r is e  d ie  C h a n c e n  K o re as , 

a u f  D a u e r  z u m  w ir ts c h a f t lic h  p r o s p e 

r i e r e n d e n  T e il d e r  W elt zu  g e h ö r e n ,  

in ta k t  h a l te n  (d ie s  im  G e g e n s a tz  zu  

d e n  S ta a te n  A frik as  u n d  L a te in a m e r i 

kas).

A u f  m e in e n  b e id e n  R e is e n  d u r c h  

d a s  g e b irg ig e ,  a u s s e rh a lb  d e r  g ro s s e n  

S tä d te  n o c h  im m e r  s e h r  a g ra r i s c h e  

L a n d , v o n  S e o u l ü b e r  K w an g ju  n a c h  

T a e g u  sow ie  ü b e r  K w an g ju  z u  d e r  a l te n  

K ö n ig s s ta d t  K y o n g ju  im  S ü d e n  d e s  

L a n d e s , b e s u c h te  ic h  n e b e n  d e r  B ie n 

n a le  a u c h  K ü n s t le r in n e n  u n d  K ü n s t

ler. D a b e i h a t  m ic h  in s b e s o n d e r e  j e n e  

G e n e r a t io n  b e e in d r u c k t ,  d ie  v o r  d e r  

a l lm ä h l ic h e n  Ö f f n u n g  d e s  L a n d e s  

n a c h  d e m  K o re a k r ie g  (1 9 5 0 -1 9 5 3 )  

g e b o r e n  w u rd e .  D ie  W e rk e  v o n  S e -O k  

S u h  u n d  H y o n g -K e u n  Y u n , u m  n u r  

zw ei K ü n s tle r  b e im  N a m e n  zu  n e n n e n ,  

d ie  ic h  n ä h e r  k e n n e n le r n t e ,  s t e h e n  

b e id e  f ü r  d ie  Ü b e r l ie f e r u n g  o r i e n t a 

l is c h e r  T e c h n ik e n ,  f ü r  k o re a n is c h e  G e 

le h r s a m k e i t  u n d  d ie  f r u c h tb a r e  A n 

e ig n u n g  d e r  w e s t l ic h e n  M o d e rn e .

D e r  1928  in  C h u n g -P u k  g e b o r e n e  

u n d  h e u te  in  S e o u l l e b e n d e  M a le r  

H y o n g -K e u n  Y un  v e r b ra c h te  a u s s e r  e i

n e m  k u rz e n  A u f e n th a l t  in  P a r is  in  d e n  

J a h r e n  1 9 8 0 -8 2  se in  g a n z e s  b is h e r ig e s  

L e b e n  in  K o re a , w o e r  h e u te  zu  d e n  

b e d e u te n d s te n  K ü n s tle rn  d e s  L a n d e s  

g e z ä h lt  w ird . H y o n g -K e u n  Y un m a l t  m it
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IK-JONG KANG (Korea), 8490 DAYS OF MEMORY, 1996,

installation, Kwangju Biennale, 1997 /  8490 TAGE DER ERINNERUNG.

d ü n n e r  Ö lf a rb e  a u f  P a p ie r  u n d  L e in 

w a n d . E r  b e s c h rä n k t  s ic h  s e i t  d e n  

s p ä te n  7 0 e r  J a h r e n  a u f  d a s  M a le n  v o n  

d u n k le n  F a r b f e ld e r n .  D ie  F a rb e  w ird  

im m e r  a u f  u n g r u n d i e r t e  L e in w a n d  

o d e r  w e ic h e s , s a u g fä h ig e s  P a p ie r  a u f

g e tr a g e n ,  so  d a ss  Ö l u n d  P ig m e n te  s ic h  

t r e n n e n  u n d  u n s c h a r f e  R ä n d e r  v o n  

u n v o r h e r s e h b a r e m  V e r la u f  b i ld e n .  D ie  

F ig u r  is t f ü r  H y o n g -K e u n  Y un  A u s

d r u c k  d e s  L e b e n d ig e n  s c h le c h th in .  

I h r e  F a rb e  is t  d ie je n ig e  v o n  E rz  u n d  

E rd e ,  w eil e r  m it  s e in e r  M a le re i  d a r a n  

e r in n e r n  w ill, d a ss  es n u r  e in e  F ra g e  

d e r  Z e i t  is t, b is  a lle s  a u f  E r d e n ,  so w o h l 

d e r  S to f f  w ie d ie  B e d e u tu n g ,  d ie  d e m  

S to f f l ic h e n  z u g e s p ro c h e n  w u rd e ,  w ie

d e r  zu  S ta u b  z e r f a l le n  ist. S e in e  K u n s t 

is t  A u s d ru c k  d e r  S u c h e  n a c h  H a r m o 

n ie ,  E in f a c h h e i t  u n d  U n e r f a h r e n h e i t  

u n d  d a r in  a m  N a tu r k re i s la u f  o r i e n 

t ie r t .  E in f a c h h e i t  e r r e i c h t  e r  d u r c h  

e in e n  s t r e n g e n  B ild a u fb a u . D e r  U n e r 

f a h re n h e i t ,  V e rs p re c h e n  n o c h  n ic h t  

g e le b te r  G e g e n w a r t ,  g ib t  e r  R a u m , 

in d e m  e r  a u f  d ie  r o h e  L e in w a n d  m a lt, 

was d e n  F a rb v e r lä u fe n  e in e  e ig e n e ,  

u n v o r h e r s e h b a r e  D y n a m ik  v e r le ih t .

D e r  N a tu r b e z u g  b e i  H y o n g -K e u n  

Y un  u n d  d e r  K ö rp e rb e z u g  b e i S e-O k  

S u h  e r in n e r n  a n  d e n  in  K o re a  a ll

g e m e in  b e w u ss t p o s it iv e n , s in n l ic h e n  

B e zu g  zu  N a h r u n g  u n d  K ö rp e r , d e r  

v ie l le ic h t  m e n ta l i tä t s g e s c h ic h t l ic h  zu 

e r k lä r e n  w äre . S o g a r  a u s  d e m  S c h a f fe n  

v o n  N a m  J u n e  P a ik , d e m  in  E u ro p a  

u n d  d e n  V e re in ig te n  S ta a te n  b e r ü h m t  

g e w o rd e n e n  P io n ie r  d e r  V id e o - u n d  

M u ltim e d ia -K u n s t,  is t  d e r  K ö rp e r  n ic h t  

w e g z u d e n k e n .  A u f fa lle n d  is t  a u c h ,  d ass 

e in e  j u n g e  K ü n s tle r in  w ie B ui L e e , d ie  

s ic h  e x p liz i t  m it  n e u e n  T e c h n o lo g ie n

u n d  v i r tu e l le n  R e a l i tä te n  b e s c h ä f t ig t ,  

d ie  u m fa s s e n d e  T h e m a t i s i e r u n g  d e s  

K r e a tü r l ic h e n  n ic h t  p re is g ib t .  D as 

S p a n n u n g s fe ld ,  in  d e m  B u i L e e  a rb e i 

te t ,  is t j e n e s  z w isc h e n  N a tu r ,  K u l tu r  

u n d  d e n  d u r c h  W is se n sc h a f t  u n d  T e c h 

n ik  g e s c h a f f e n e n  m a te r ie l l e n  u n d  so 

z ia le n  L e b e n s b e d in g u n g e n .  E in ig e  i h r e r  

A rb e i te n  e n tw e r f e n  e in  B ild  v o m  M e n 

sc h e n ,  w ie  es v ie l le ic h t  b e s t im m te  T ie 

re  v o n  u n s  h a b e n .  I h r e  n e u e n  P la s t ik e n  

d a g e g e n  s in d  H y b r id e ,  d ie  u n s  a n  d ie  

e n tf e s s e l te  K u n s t  d e r  B io te c h n o lo g ie  

e r in n e r n .

1) Paolo  C aruso , «G espräch m it M ichel 
Foucau lt» , in: M ichel F oucau lt, Von der 
Subversion des Wissens, S uhrk am p , F rank
fu r t  am  M ain 1978, S. 7-31.
2) M asakazu Yam azaki, «Die G eb u rt e in e r  
o stasia tischen  Zivilisation?», in: Merkur, 
Nr. 3, 1996, S. 263-264.
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CARSTEN HOLLER, 

Performance at Damyang Lake, 

Kxuangju Biennale, 1995 /  

Performance am Damyang-See.

T w o  J o u r n e y s

t o  S o u t h  K o r e a

D re a m s  o f  th e  O r i e n t  h a v e  lo n g  h a u n t 

e d  E u ro p e .  E v er s in c e  th e  e a r ly  n in e 

te e n th  c e n tu ry ,  A sia  in  p a r t i c u la r  h as 

c o n t in u e d  to  a ro u s e  a c tiv e  in te r e s t :  w it

n e ss  n o t  o n ly  th e  h o ld in g s  o f  v a r io u s  

e th n o lo g ic a l  c o lle c t io n s  a n d  th e  in f lu 

e n c e  th e s e  h a v e  e x e rc is e d  o n  a e s th e tic  

d is c o u rs e  in  E u ro p e ,  b u t  a lso  th e  m a n y  

A sia tic  so c ie t ie s  f o r  th e  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  

A sian  c u l tu r e  t h a t  w e re  a lr e a d y  b e in g  

f o u n d e d  in  th e  m a jo r  to w n s a n d  c itie s  

o f  E u r o p e  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  la s t 

c e n tu ry .

J u d g in g  by th e  s ig n s  o f  C h r is t ia n ity  

t h a t  I c a m e  a c ro ss  a ll o v e r  S o u th  K o re a , 

th e  F re n c h  p h i lo s o p h e r  a n d  h is to r ia n ,  

M ic h e l F o u c a u lt ,  in  c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  

P a o lo  C a ru s o  in  1969 , w as w h o lly  ac 

c u ra te  in  h is  a s s e s s m e n t o f  th e  p ro c e s s  

o f  c iv iliz a tio n : w h ils t  r e c o g n iz in g  th a t

w e s te rn  c u l tu r e  is c le a r ly  o p e n  to  

‘f o r e ig n ’ th in k in g ,  F o u c a u lt  w as a lso  a t  

p a in s  to  p o in t  o u t  t h a t  in  re a lity  th e  

e n t i r e  w o r ld  is b e c o m in g  in c re a s in g ly  

w e s te rn iz e d . l;

A c c o rd in g  to  M a sa k a z u  Y am azak i, 

w e s te rn  c iv iliz a tio n  ow es its  p ro g re s s  to  

a  d u a l  s t r u c tu r e  o f  re lig io u s  c o n tro l  

(C h r is t ia n ity )  a n d  la n g u a g e  (L a tin ) .  

“In  c o n tr a s t  to  th is ,” Y am azak i a rg u e s , 

“in  A sia  th e r e  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a  c o m 

p a ra b le  s u p ra - e th n ic  f ra m e w o rk  o f  

c iv iliz a tio n . W ith o u t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  

p o l i t ic a l  u n i ty  t h a t  p re v a i le d  d u r in g  

th e  R o m a n  E m p ire ,  A s ia n  p e o p le s  h a d  

n o  s h a r e d  t r a d i t io n  in  m a t te r s  o f  la n 

g u a g e , c u r re n c y ,  law s, r o u te s  o f  c o m 

m u n ic a t io n ,  a n d  a r c h i te c tu r e .  In  th e  

a b s e n c e  o f  an y  a l l - e m b ra c in g  (e v e n  if  

lo o se ly  s t r u c tu r e d )  r e lig io u s  f ra m e w o rk

su c h  as t h a t  o f  C h ris t ia n ity , re lig io n s  

in  A sia— C o n fu c ia n is m , B u d d h is m , 

T a o ism , Is la m , a n d  a  p le th o r a  o f  in 

d ig e n o u s  r e l ig io n s — h a v e  alw ays s to o d  

sh o u ld e r - to -s h o u ld e r  (o r  face -to -face ).”2) 

T h e  fa c t  t h a t  A s ia n  p e o p le s  s h a re  n e i 

t h e r  a  c o m m o n  c a l l ig ra p h y  n o r  th e  

s a m e  c r e a t io n  m y th s  is a m p le  e v id e n c e  

o f  th is .

In  K o re a  i t  is sa id  t h a t  th e  K o re a n  

p e o p le  c a m e  in to  b e in g  in  th e  y e a r  

2 3 3 3  B.C., b o r n  o f  a  u n io n  b e tw e e n  th e  

s o n  o f  a  h e a v e n ly  k in g  a n d  a  s h e -b e a r  

t r a n s f o rm e d  in to  a  w o m a n . L e g e n d  h a s  

i t  t h a t  a  s h e -b e a r  a n d  a t ig e r  a sk e d  th e  

h e a v e n ly  k in g  to  tu r n  th e m  in to  

h u m a n  b e in g s . H e  l is te n e d  to  th e  a n i 

m a ls ’ p le a s  a n d  c o m m a n d e d  th e  t ig e r  

a n d  th e  s h e -b e a r  to  a v o id  th e  l ig h t  o f  

th e  s u n  f o r  s ix ty  days a n d  to  c o n s u m e
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KCHO (ALEXIS LEIVA, Cuba), PARA OLVIDAR /  TO FORGET,

boat, 50,000 empty bottles, winner of the main prize at the 1995 Kwangju Biennale /

ZUM VERGESSEN, Boot, 50 000 leere Flaschen,

Gewinner des grossen Preises der Kwangju Biennale 1995.

n o th in g  b u t  w a te r, g a r lic  a n d  m u g w o r t .  

B o th  a n im a ls  t r ie d  to  d o  as th e y  h a d  

b e e n  b id d e n ,  b u t  o n ly  th e  p a t i e n t  sh e - 

b e a r  w as a b le  to  stay  th e  c o u r s e  a n d ,  

w h e n  th e  a l lo t te d  t im e  h a d  p a s se d , sh e  

t u r n e d  in to  th e  y o u n g  w o m a n  w h o  w as 

to  w in  th e  h e a v e n ly  p r i n c e ’s h e a r t .

I n  v iew  o f  th is , i t  is h a rd ly  s u rp r is in g  

th a t  in  1995 , w h e n  Y o n g w o o  L e e  w as 

a p p o in t e d  d i r e c to r  o f  th e  F irs t  K o re a n  

B ie n n a le ,  h e  w as n o t  i n te r e s te d  in  

f o c u s in g  sp e c if ic a lly  o n  A sia n  a r t.  

K w an g ju , s i tu a te d  in  th e  s o u th w e s t  o f  

th e  p e n in s u la  a n d  th e  c a p i ta l  o f  C h o l-  

la n a m -d o  P ro v in c e , is th e  s ix th  la rg e s t  

to w n  in  S o u th  K o re a . T h e  B ie n n a le  w as 

e s ta b l is h e d  in  m e m o ry  o f  th e  b lo o d y  

s u p p re s s io n  o f  th e  d e m o c ra t ic  m o v e 

m e n t  in  1980  by th e  m ili tia  in  K w ang ju . 

B e sid es  th e  m a in  e x h ib i t io n ,  “B e y o n d  

th e  B o r d e r s ,” w h ic h  was sh o w n  in  a  s p e 

c ia lly  c o n s t r u c te d  b u i ld in g  n e a r  th e  

C ity  A r t  M u se u m , th e r e  w e re  o th e r  

th e m a tic  e x h ib i t io n s .  “A r t  as W itn e s s ” 

s o u g h t  to  sh o w  h o w  a r tis ts  in  th e  tw e n 

t ie th  c e n tu r y  h a v e  r e a c te d  to  h is to r ic a l  

c h a n g e ;  “T h e  S p ir i t  o f  K w an g ju  R esis

ta n c e  in  M ay” b r o u g h t  to g e th e r  w o rk s 

t h a t  d e a l t  sp e c if ic a lly  w ith  th e  m a ssa c re  

o f  M ay 1980; “InfoA R T ” w as d e v o te d  to  

a r t  a n d  th e  n e w  m e d ia ;  “E a s te r n  S p ir i t  

a n d  I n k  P a in t in g ” t r a c e d  th e  h is to ry  o f  

o r ie n ta l  p a in t in g  to  th e  p r e s e n t  day; 

a n d ,  fina lly , “K o re a n  C o n te m p o r a ry  

A r t” g ave  th e  p u b l ic  a n  in s ig h t  in to  

c o n te m p o ra r y  a r t is t ic  ac tiv ity  in  K o re a . 

H o w ev er, a ll to o  s o o n  it  b e c a m e  c le a r  

t h a t  th e  c r i t ic a l  r e s p o n s e  to  Y on g w o o  

L e e ’s K o re a n  B ie n n a le  w as e x tre m e ly  

m ix e d , a l th o u g h  v is i to r -n u m b e rs  to  th e  

e x h ib i t io n s  w e re  h ig h .  Y on g w o o  L ee  

fo u n d  h im s e l f  a c c u s e d  o f  h a v in g  o r 

g a n iz e d  a  “t h i r d  w o r ld ” e x h ib i t io n  

b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  sh o w n  a r t  f ro m  a ll c o r 

n e r s  o f  t h e  e a r th  o n  a n  e q u a l  fo o t in g .  

T h e  e x h ib i t io n  w as a lso  c r i t ic iz e d  fo r  

p la c in g  th e  re a lity  o f  in d iv id u a l  w o rk s 

a n d  th e i r  c o n te x t  a b o v e  th e  a e s th e tic  

d e b a te s  o f  th e  w e s te rn  w o rld .

F o r  th e  S e c o n d  B ie n n a le  in  1997 , 

th e  a r t is t ic  d i r e c to r  Y o u n g -c h u l L ee , 

w h o  h a d  t r a in e d  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s , 

c h o se  e x p e r ie n c e d  c u r a to r s  ( H a ra ld  

S z e e m a n n , K y o n g  P a rk , R ic h a rd  K o sh a- 

lek , W an -K y u n g  S u n g , a n d  B e r n a r d  

M a rc a d é )  w h o  c o n s t r u c te d  a  p r o je c t  

t h a t  f i t t e d  in  se a m less ly  w ith  V e n ice , 

K assel a n d  L y o n . T h e  c o n c e p ts  o f  th e  

tw o B ie n n a le s  so  f a r  c o u ld  h a rd ly  h av e  

b e e n  m o r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  a l th o u g h  th e  t it le  

o f  th e  s e c o n d ,  “U n m a p p in g  th e  E a r th ,” 

g av e  l it t le  h i n t  o f  th is . W h ile  Y on g w o o  

L e e  w as t ire le s s  in  h is  in s is te n c e  t h a t  

th e  B ie n n a le  m u s t  b e  u t te r ly  d is t in c tiv e  

a n d  p lay  its  p a r t  in  e s ta b l is h in g  th e  n e w  

w o r ld  o r d e r  ( o f  g lo b a l  so lid a r i ty )  in  

a e s th e tic  m a t te r s ,  Y o u n g -c h u l L e e  saw  

th e  K w an g ju  B ie n n a le  as a  s is te r  to  th e  

m a jo r  e x h ib i t io n s  o f  th e  w est, o n ly  w ith  

a  d i f f e r e n t  a c c e n t— p a r t i c u la r ly  w h e n  

th e  fo c u s  is o n  q u e s t io n s  o f  c iv iliz a tio n . 

S m a ll w o n d e r , th e n ,  t h a t  in  th is  r e s p e c t  

th e  s e c o n d  B ie n n a le  w as r a th e r  m o re  

u p - to -d a te  th a n  K assel. T h is  w as p a r t ic 

u la r ly  so  in  th e  c ase  o f  th e  e x h ib i t io n ,  

“S p a c e  & F ire : th e  A r c h i te c tu r e  o f  a 

N e w  G e o g ra p h y ,” c u r a te d  by  K yong  

P a rk — th e  re a s o n  b e in g  th a t  c iv iliza

t io n  in  th e  A s ia n -P a c if ic  a r e a  h a s  in  fa c t 

d e v e lo p e d  a  d y n a m ic  u n l ik e  a n y th in g  

in  E u ro p e .

In  th e  s ix tie s  S o u th  K o re a  h a d  a  p e r  

c a p i ta  g ro ss  n a t io n a l  p r o d u c t  e q u iv a 

l e n t  to  t h a t  o f  G h a n a  (2 3 0  US d o lla rs ) .  

T o d a y  i t  is o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  

in d u s t r ia l iz e d  n a t io n s  in  th e  w o rld . 

A lo n g  w ith  S in g a p o re ,  H o n g  K o n g , 

a n d  T a iw an  i t  is a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  g ro u p
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k n o w n  as th e  “N ew ly  I n d u s t r ia l iz e d  N a 

t io n s ” (NICs) w h o  h a v e , f o r  m a n y  y e a rs  

now , b e e n  p u r s u in g  a n  ag g ress iv e  c o u rse  

o f  e x p o r t-d r iv e n  in d u s t r ia l  e c o n o m ic  

g ro w th . T h e  r a p id  t r a n s f o rm a tio n  o f  

la rg e ly  p e a s a n t  e c o n o m ie s  in to  i n d u s 

t r ia l iz e d  n a t io n s  h a s  o n ly  b e e n  b o u g h t  

a t  th e  p r ic e  o f  f a r - r e a c h in g  so c ia l 

c h a n g e s ,  w h ic h  a re  m u c h  m o r e  n o t ic e 

a b le  to  in d iv id u a ls  th e r e  th a n  to  th e i r  

c o u n te r p a r t s  in  th e  w est, d u e  to  th e  

s h e e r  s p e e d  o f  th e  c h a n g e s .  T h e  K o re 

a n  e c o n o m y  is c o n t r o l l e d  by  a  sm a ll 

n u m b e r  o f  c o n g lo m e ra te s  ( “c h a e b o ls ”) 

a n d  i t  w as o n ly  o n  c o n d i t io n  th a t  th e s e  

w o u ld  b e  o p e n e d  u p  a n d  so m e w h a t  

w e a k e n e d  th a t  th e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  M o n e 

ta ry  F u n d  (IMF) a g r e e d  to  s te p  in  d u r 

in g  th e  r e c e n t  f in a n c ia l  c ris is . T h e s e  

c o n g lo m e ra te s  o p e r a te  in  v a r io u s  sec 

t io n s  o f  th e  e c o n o m y  a n d  fu lf il l  c e r ta in  

fu n c t io n s  t h a t  a re  n o rm a l ly  th e  r e s p o n 

s ib ility  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  o t h e r  p u b l ic  

b o d ie s  in  th e  w est. S a m su n g , f o r  e x a m 

p le — o n e  o f  th e  la rg e s t  in d u s t r ia l  c o n 

g lo m e ra te s ,  o n  a  p a r  w ith  H y u n d a i,  

L ucky-G oldsta r, a n d  D aew o o — a lso  ow ns 

a  le a d in g  d a ily  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  th e  H o - 

A m  M u s e u m  in  S e o u l,  w h ic h  h a s  a n  

o u t s ta n d in g  c o lle c t io n  o f  2 0 th  c e n tu r y  

w e s te rn  a r t .  T h is  c lo se  in te r r e la t io n s h ip  

o f  e c o n o m ic s ,  c u l tu r e ,  a n d  p o l it ic s  is 

ty p ic a l f o r  th e  T ig e r  S ta te s  a n d  h a s  n o t  

o n ly  b e e n  th e  b as is  o f  th e i r  e c o n o m ic  

u p s u r g e  b u t  h a s  a lso  p ro v e d  to  b e  th e ir  

A c h ille s ’ h e e l  in  th a t  th e  system  i ts e l f  is 

p a te n t ly  s u s c e p t ib le  to  c o r r u p t io n .

T h e  t r a d i t io n a l  C o n fu c ia n  re s p e c t  

f o r  l e a r n in g  th a t  s till h o ld s  g o o d  in  

K o re a  m ay  e x p la in  th e  c o u n t r y ’s e x c e p 

t io n a l  lev e ls  o f  e d u c a t io n  a n d  c u ltu r e .  

B e s id es  th e  h ig h  r a te  o f  p e r s o n a l  sav

in g s  a n d  th e  s t r e n g th  o f  th e  s ta te  itse lf , 

K o re a ’s e ffe c tiv e  c u l tu r a l  p o lit ic s  fo rm  

a m a jo r  p la n k  o f  th e  c o u n t r y ’s h o p e ,  

d e s p i te  th e  c u r r e n t  e c o n o m ic  c ris is , o f

r e ta in in g  its  p la c e  in  th e  p ro s p e r o u s  

h a l f  o f  th e  w o rld , u n l ik e  th e  c o u n tr ie s  

o f  A fr ic a  a n d  L a t in  A m e r ic a .

O n  m y  tw o t r ip s  o u ts id e  th e  m a jo r  

c it ie s  th r o u g h  m o u n ta in o u s ,  s ti ll  v e ry  

a g r a r ia n  c o u n tr y s id e  f ro m  S e o u l v ia  

K w an g ju  to  T a e g u , a n d  f ro m  K w an g ju  

to  th e  o ld  ro y a l c ity  o f  K y o n g ju  in  th e  

s o u th ,  I le f t  th e  B ie n n a le  b e h in d  m e  

a n d  v is ite d  a  n u m b e r  o f  a r tis ts .  I w as 

p a r t ic u la r ly  im p re s s e d  by  th o s e  b o r n  

b e fo re  th e  c o u n t r y  g ra d u a l ly  o p e n e d  

u p  a f te r  th e  K o re a n  W a r (1 9 5 0 -1 9 5 3 ) . 

W o rk s by S e -O k  S u h  a n d  H y o n g -K e u n  

Y un f o r  e x a m p le — to  n a m e  b u t  tw o o f  

th e  a r tis ts  I g o t  to  k n o w  m o re  c lo se ly —  

c o m b in e  o r ie n ta l  te c h n iq u e s  w ith  K o

r e a n  l e a r n in g  a n d  p r o d u c t iv e  a w a re 

n e ss  o f  w e s te rn  m o d e rn is m .

H y o n g -K e u n  Y un is a  p a in t e r  w h o  

w as b o r n  in  1928  in  C h u n g -P u k  a n d  is 

n o w  r e s id e n t  in  S e o u l. A p a r t  f ro m  a 

s h o r t  s tay  in  P a ris  b e tw e e n  1980  a n d  

1 9 82 , h e  h a s  s p e n t  a ll h is  l ife  in  K o re a  

a n d  is to d a y  r e c o g n iz e d  as o n e  o f  th e  

m o s t  im p o r t a n t  a r tis ts  in  th e  c o u n try . 

H y o n g -K e u n  Y un p a in ts  w ith  th in  o ils  

o n  p a p e r  o r  can v as . S in c e  th e  la te  sev

e n tie s  h e  h a s  l im i te d  h im s e l f  to  d a rk  

c o lo r-f ie ld s . H e  o n ly  e v e r  u se s  u n 

p r im e d  c a n v a se s  o r  so ft, a b s o r b e n t  

p a p e r  so  t h a t  th e  p a in t  a n d  th e  p ig 

m e n ts  h e  a p p lie s  s e p a ra te  a n d  d e v e lo p  

u n p r e d ic ta b le ,  im p re c is e  e d g e s . F o r  

H y o n g -K e u n  Y u n , th e  f ig u re  is th e  u l t i 

m a te  e x p re s s io n  o f  a ll l iv in g  th in g s . H e  

c o lo rs  i t  in  th e  to n e s  o f  i r o n  o r e  a n d  

e a r th  in  o r d e r  to  r e m in d  u s , th r o u g h  

h is  p a in t in g ,  t h a t  i t  is o n ly  a  q u e s t io n  o f  

t im e  b e fo re  e v e ry th in g  o n  earth -—-all 

th in g s  m a te r ia l  as w ell as th e  m e a n in g s  

a t t r i b u te d  to  t h e m — r e tu r n s  to  d u s t .  

H y o n g -K e u n  Y u n ’s a r t  is a n  e x p re s s io n  

o f  th e  s e a rc h  fo r  h a rm o n y , s im p lic ity , 

a n d  in e x p e r ie n c e  a n d ,  as s u c h ,  is 

o r i e n t e d  to w a rd s  th e  rh y th m s  o f  n a 

tu r e .  H e  a c h ie v e s  s im p lic ity  b y  m e a n s  

o f  s t r i n g e n t  p ic to r ia l  s t r u c tu r e s ,  w h ic h  

le a v e  ro o m  f o r  in e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  th e  

p ro m is e  o f  a n  as y e t  u n l iv e d  p r e s e n t .

T h e  c lo s e n e ss  to  n a tu r e  in  H y o n g - 

K e u n  Y u n ’s w o rk  a n d  S e -O k  S u h ’s 

i n te r e s t  in  th e  h u m a n  f o rm  r e f le c t  th e  

c o n sc io u s ly  p o s itiv e  s e n s u a l  r e la t io n 

s h ip  t h a t  K o re a n s  g e n e ra lly  h a v e  to  

fo o d  a n d  th e  h u m a n  b ody . E v e n  th e  

w o rk  o f  N a m  J u n e  P a ik — w h o  m a d e  h is  

n a m e  in  E u r o p e  a n d  th e  USA as a  p io 

n e e r  o f  v id e o  a n d  m u lt im e d ia  a r t—  

is in c o n c e iv a b le  w i th o u t  th e  h u m a n  

b o d y . A n d  i t  is s t r ik in g  th a t  th e  y o u n g  

a r t is t ,  B u i L e e , w h o  w o rk s  e x p lic it ly  

w ith  n e w  te c h n o lo g ie s  a n d  v ir tu a l  r e a l

itie s , h a s  n o t  r e l in q u i s h e d  th e  a n im a te  

w o r ld  as a n  in tr in s ic  p a r t  o f  h e r  o w n  

w o rk . B u i L e e  a d d re s s e s  th e  te n s io n s  

t h a t  e x is t  b e tw e e n  n a tu r e ,  c u l tu r e ,  a n d  

th e  m a te r ia l  a n d  so c ia l c o n d i t io n s  

c r e a te d  by  s c ie n c e  a n d  te c h n o lo g y . In  

s o m e  o f  h e r  w o rk s  s h e  h a s  sh o w n  

h u m a n  b e in g s  as c e r ta in  a n im a ls  p e r 

h a p s  se e  u s , w h ile  h e r  la te s t  s c u lp tu r e s  

a r e  c le a r ly  h y b r id s— c a l l in g  to  m in d  

th e  g e n ie  o f  b io te c h n o lo g y  th a t  h a s  

n o w  b e e n  l e t  lo o se  o n  th e  w o rld .

1) P ao lo  C aruso , “G esp räch  m it M ichel 
F o u cau lt,” in: M ichel F oucau lt, Von der 
Subversion des Wissens (F ran k fu rt am  Main: 
S u hrkam p, 1978), pp. 7-31.
2) M asakazu Yam azaki, “D ie G e b u rt e in e r  
o stasia tischen  Z ivilisation?” in: Merkur, no. 
3 (1996), pp. 263-4 .
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